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CLINICAL STAGE CATEGORY DEFINITIONS 

PRIMARY TUMOR(T) 

No T category exists for Hodgkin and Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma 

REGIONAL LYMPH NODES (N) 

No N category exists for Hodgkin and Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma 

DISTANTMETASTASIS (M) 

M category exists for Hodgkin and Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma 

I Involvement of a single lymphatic site (i.e., nodal region, Waldeyer’s ring, thymus, or 

spleen) 

IE Single extralymphatic site in the absence of nodal involvement (rare in HL) 

II Involvement of two or more lymph node regions on the same side of the diaphragm 

IIE Contiguous extralymphatic extension from a nodal site with or without involvement of 

other lymph node regions on the same side of the diaphragm 

II bulky* Stage II with disease bulk** 

Advanced stage 

III Involvement of lymph node regions on both sides of the diaphragm; nodes above the 

diaphragm with spleen involvement 

IV Diffuse or disseminated involvement of one or more extralymphatic organs, with or without 

associated lymph node involvement or  noncontiguousextralymphatic organ involvement in 

conjunction with nodal Stage II disease  

or any extralymphatic organ involvement in nodal  

Stage III disease 

Stage IV includes anyinvolvement of the CSF, bone marrow, liver, or multiple lung lesions 

(other than by direct extension in IIE disease). 

 

 

 


